[Post-orthodontic rehabilitation of the sequellae of alveolar clefts: implantation or periodontal plastic surgery?].
Just as they do for many cranio-facial deformities, the treatment team begins the care of cleft palate patients early and continues treatment over a long period. Throughout the growth period, they perform well-timed interventions and re-evaluations according to the individual plan they have prepared. When growth is completed and the orthopedic and orthodontic corrections have contributed as much as possible to an esthetic and functional equilibrium, a final prosthetic replacement will frequently be required. When the correct edentulous space between the teeth on each side of the defect has been created, or maintained, practitioners can choose between two alternatives: implants or traditional fixed bridges. They should analyze any secondary anatomic discrepancies, severe or superficial, that may have developed, and prepare the best therapeutic pathway for a reconstruction of crestal gingival morphology by means of periodontal surgery.